The Rotary Club of Durham Great Bay Collaborates with Rotary Club of Pacaembu, Sao Paulo, Brazil
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As a member of the Rotary Club of Durham Great Bay, I had the privilege of taking a Rotary sponsored trip to Pacaembu, Brazil in early October through Rotary’s Discovery Grant program.  I traveled with John Gillespie, a retired doctor and fellow member of the Durham Club.  We were introduced to the Rotary Club of Pacaembu through Juli Pacheco when our club sponsored Juli through Rotary’s Youth Exchange Program.  Juli attended Oyster River High School in Durham for the 2003/2004 school year.  John and I traveled to Pacaembu to stay with Juli’s family, to learn about the needs in their community and to initiate a collaborative effort through Rotary to help make a difference to an area where people live in very difficult conditions.

Pacaembu is in the western part of the state of Sao Paulo in a rural farming region.  Sugarcane is a primarily industry of the region we visited.  We toured a sugarcane factory that produces alcohol to fuel their cars, alcohol to drink, sugar and grain for animals.  This sugarcane factory also produces enough energy during the sugarcane processing to power the factory itself and it produces enough additional energy to provide electricity to power three neighboring towns.  We visited a coffee plantation, farms of dairy and beef cattle, a chicken farm and many vegetable farms.  We toured a boot factory, several hospitals, an elderly home, a childcare center, a community center and food pantry, a local radio station and their water treatment facility.  

The people of Pacaembu were extremely welcoming and loving.  They opened up their homes and their hearts to us as we spent a week with them learning about their country and their community.  

We visited many homes of both people who live comfortably and people who are very poor.  The people we met have a strong community spirit.  They are very resourceful.  Community members come together to help one another and to take care of those in need.  This is difficult when 95% of the population earns less than $500 per month.  There are not enough people with adequate financial resources to provide the necessary help for those who are very poor.  

John and I brought many gifts to Pacaembu.  John brought a suitcase full of medical equipment donated by Wentworth Douglas Hospital in Dover, New Hampshire.  The medical supplies were given to Santa Casa, the 32 bed hospital in Pacaembu.  

I brought a suitcase of used children’s clothing donated by community members and another suitcase of educational materials and puppets handmade by the school age child of Growing Places for the children at Casa da Crianca, a childcare center providing free care to the poorest families in Pacaembu.

We were extremely impressed by the strong community spirit in Pacaembu.  The Rotary Club of Pacaembu contributes a great deal to that strong spirit through their commitment to serving their community.  While we were there, we were asked to speak at a drug and alcohol prevention presentation given to about 300 high school students and organized by Pacaembu Rotary.  We also attended a cattle auction and a tea party/bingo game, both fund raisers for the local elderly home, Lar Dos Idosos, and coordinated by the Rotarians.  The cattle auction was a collaborative project between Rotary, Lions and Masons in Pacaembu. 

After the trip to Pacaembu, members of the Rotary Club of Durham Great Bay raised money and wrote a grant to the Rotary Foundation, where matching grant funds are available through Rotary International.  Upon the projects completion, a total of $18,344 was sent to the Rotary Club of Pacaembu to be used to purchase equipment for the three of the community service agencies in Pacaembu.  For the hospital, a commercial washing machine and ironing machine were purchased to better sterilize linens.  A larger television and stereo system were purchased for the elderly home as the residents of the home have limited mobility.  A drinking fountain for filter water, a freezer for food storage, a stereo and a playground climbing structure were purchased for the childcare center.

The people I met in Pacaembu touched my life deeply.  I am grateful to have had the opportunity to take this trip and I am grateful for the opportunity through Rotary International to work on projects in Pacaembu that will have a meaningful impact on their quality of life.  I learned so much about Rotary, about Brazil and I learned a great deal about myself while on this trip.  The greatest impact the trip has had on me is to strengthen my belief that we can work together to make a difference for others.  It does not matter if the person or people in need live next door or on the other side of the world.  Working together and working through Rotary gives us the opportunity to make peoples lives better.

